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•roughly. Apparently, however, from 1827 to 56 he could not support himself and satisfy his ditors without drawing bills. These he often ild not meet, and had to renew; and the stimulated interest on these obligations formed floating debt, which was from time to time reased by some new extravagance, tn his vain struggles to escape, he worked as •ely no man has ever worked before or since. 1830 he brought out about seventy, and in 1831 Dut seventy-five publications, including novels, i articles serious and satirical, on politics and ieral topics ; and in twelve years, from 1830 to 1<2, he wrote seventy-nine novels alone, not anting his shorter compositions. Werdet, who 2ame his publisher in 1834, gives a curious iount of his doings; and this may, with slight )difications, be accepted as a picture of his Jial mode of life when in the full swing of com-sition.
He usually went to bed at eight o'clock, after a ht dinner, accompanied by a glass or two of )uvray, his favourite wine ; and he was seated at ; desk by two o'clock in the morning. He wrote >m that time till six, only occasionally refreshing nself with coffee from a coffee-pot which was rmanently in the fireplace. At six he had his th, in which he remained for an hour, and 5 servant afterwards brought him more coffee. rerdet was then admitted to bring proofs, take the corrected ones, and wrest, if possible, freshHis money affairs are so complicated, and his own accounts of them so conflicting, that it is impossible to. understand themt admiration for his fascinating black eyes.ument, there were many disputedon that the midst of suspense—He goes to Rome—Comes back better in health and spirits—et La Cousine Bette " and " Le Cousin Pons"—Balzac goes to Wiesbaden—Marriage of Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac and Madame Hanska secretly engaged—Parisian gossip . . 273
